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EMU PARK SOLDIERS OF WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR  

FROM EMU PARK and SHIRE OF LIVINGSTONE 

 

The Bull Brothers – Robert and Henry 

 

Sergeant Robert Charles Bull (Service No. 268) of the 15th Infantry 

Battalion and 1st Battalion Imperial Camel Brigade 

 

Robert was born on 17th May 1895 in a railway camp at Boolburra, the 9th child and 3rd son to 

Henry and Maria (née Ferguson) Bull, both immigrants from the United Kingdom.  Henry from 

Whaplode, Lincolnshire, arrived in Rockhampton in 1879 at the age of 19.  Maria was from 

Cookstown, Tyrone, North Ireland, arrived in Maryborough, also in 1879 and also aged 19.  Robert 

spent his early years at Bajool before joining the Railway Service as a locomotive cleaner.  He 

enlisted in the Australian Imperial Forces (AIF) on 16 September 1914 at Emerald where he gave his 

age as 21 years & 4 months, when in fact he was only 19 years & 4 months.  Private Bull joined ‘B’ 

Company of the 15th Infantry Battalion, 4th Brigade which formed the Australian and New Zealand 

Division when they arrived in Egypt.  

 

The 15th Infantry Battalion consisted on average of 29 Officers and 1007 Other Ranks (OR’s) and 

was broken up into the following sub units: 

Section Platoon Company Battalion 

Rifle section:-  

10 OR’s 

 

Lewis Gun Section:- 10 

OR’s and 

1 Light Machine Gun 

Platoon Headquarters 

(1 Officer & 4 OR’s) 

 

3 Rifle Sections and 

1 Lewis gun Section 

Company 

Headquarters (2 

Officers & 57 

OR’s) 

 

4 Platoons 

Battalion 

Headquarters (5 

Officers & 75 OR’s) 

 

4 Companies 

 

He sailed for Egypt aboard the HMAT (A40) Ceramic on 22nd December 1914.  After a brief stop in 

Albany, Western Australia, the battalion proceeded to Egypt, arriving in early February 1915.  

Australia already had the 1st AIF division in place.  When the 4th Brigade arrived in Egypt, it 

combined with the two New Zealand brigades and formed the Australian and New Zealand Division. 

The 4th Brigade landed at ANZAC Cove on the Gallipoli Peninsula late in the afternoon of 25th 

April 1915.  Roberts’s brother, Sergeant Henry James Bull was wounded in the Anzac landing on the 

25th April, and his cousin, Private Lowry McClelland Brisbin was killed at Gaba Tepe on 1st/2nd 

May 1915. 

 

Roberts’ battalion established itself on the peninsula with stints in the front trenches followed by a 

sort stint in the support area.  On 9th May 1915, the battalion attacked the enemy trenches in front of 

Quinns’ Hill and occupied some of the trenches but could not dislodge the Turks from the remainder 

part of the trenches.  A withdraw was ordered the next day at 6.00a.m.  The Turks counterattacked 

but were repelled.  Battalion casualties were 160 for that attack.  By the 14th May, the casualties 

totalled 128 Killed In Action (KIA), 311 Wounded In Action (WIA), 105 missing and 23 sick.  The 

next day, the battalion attacked the enemy trenches again but this time at 1.45 a.m. with the same 

result, casualties totalled 25 KIA and 21 WIA.  The Turks attacked the battalion trenches on 19th 

May but were repelled, 15th Battalions casualties were 12 KIA and 43 WIA.  An armistice was 

called for at 7.30 a.m. on 24th May to bury the dead. 
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Roberts’ battalion were located in Monash Valley on 29th May 1915 when orders were received at 

3.10 a.m. to reinforce troops at Quinn’s Post as the enemy had penetrated the AIF trenches.  The 

battalion moved within visual range and reported enemy had occupied the trenches.  Colonel 

Chauvel (later General Chauvel) ordered the 15th Battalion to charge and recapture the trenches.  

After fierce fighting that involved the enemy throwing a large number of hand bombs (grenades) 

which inflected heavy casualties to the battalion, the trenches were in AIF control again.  This attack 

cost the battalion 10 KIA and 44 WIA which Private Bull was one of the wounded.  He sustained a 

gunshot wound to the left shoulder.  Robert was taken to hospital on Malta and was recovered by 1st 

November and back in Egypt by 20th December 1915.  

 

Prior to the battalion returning to Egypt, the AIF was expanded and was reorganised.  The 15th 

Battalion was split and provided experienced soldiers for the 47th Battalion.  The 4th Brigade was 

combined with the 12th and 13th Brigades to form the 4th Australian Division.  Robert rejoined his 

unit on 5th May 1916.  Eight days later, Robert was transferred to the 1st Company Imperial Camel 

Company, Imperial Camel Battalion.   
 

The Imperial Camel Corps (ICC) was formed in January 1916 in order to deal with the revolt of pro-

Turkish Senussi tribesmen in Egypt's Western Desert.  The camel company was ideally suited for 

action in the Western Desert but was found to be too small for combat against the Turks in Palestine.  

Accordingly, camel companies were formed into camel battalions which in turn formed the Imperial 

Camel Brigade (ICB) in December 1916.  The brigade was a cosmopolitan body of troops that 

numbered up to two thousand eight hundred men.  Companies each of six officers and one hundred 

and sixty-nine other ranks were formed at various times, four companies forming a battalion.  The 

brigade also required other necessary units, such as a machine-gun squadron, artillery, field troop, 

signal section, field ambulance, a detachment of the army service corps and a brigade ammunition 

column. 

 

The operations of the ICC in the Western Desert in 1916 were characterised by long patrols and brief 

skirmishes with the Senussi.  British commanders in Egypt appreciated the fighting qualities of the 

ICC and in late 1916, the ICC (now transformed into the ICB) was transferred to the Sinai desert to 

take part in operations against the Turkish army.    

 

Robert was taken ill with malaria and was hospitalised at Sheika on 2nd December 1916.  Four 

weeks of his recovery period was spent in the 14th Australian General Hospital, Abbassia.  He 

rejoined his unit at El Arish on 8th March 1917 in preparation for the 1st Battle of Gaza.   

 

The commander of Eastern Force (the Allied troops east of the Suez Canal), Lieutenant-General Sir 

Charles Dobell, thought that the Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF) could capture Gaza in March 

1917 using tactics similar to those employed at Magdhada and Rafa during the Sinai campaign, but 

on a much bigger scale.  The cameleers and horsemen of Lieutenant-General Sir Philip Chetwode’s 

Desert Mounted Column, supported by a British infantry brigade, would sweep around behind the 

town, surrounding it and establishing an outer screen that would repel any attempts to relieve the 

garrison. The main assault would be undertaken by two infantry Divisions, supported by two field 

artillery brigades and an ad hoc battery of heavy artillery. 

 

The attackers could be supplied with food, water and ammunition for 24 hours at most. If they did 

not capture Gaza and its wells by nightfall they would have to withdraw to their starting point or risk 

being counter-attacked by Ottoman reinforcements when they were tired, running low on 

ammunition and unable to make a quick getaway on dehydrated and faltering horses.   

 

Early on the morning of 26 March 1917, the Desert Mounted Column set out to encircle Gaza under 

cover of darkness. The task of the Anzac Mounted Division was to seize the northern approaches, 

including the coastal road that linked the town to the rest of southern Palestine.  The Imperial 

Mounted Division established a defensive line in the foothills to the north-east to block any approach 

by Ottoman forces from Huj, while the ICB and an infantry brigade attached to the Desert Column 
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blocked the road and railway line running south-east from Gaza to Beersheba.  All this was 

accomplished by mid-morning, after only minor clashes with small groups of Ottoman troops. 

 

The main assault on Gaza did not go to plan. The first phase of the infantry attack, on the high 

ground of Ali Muntar, was delayed from 8 a.m. until midday by a combination of dense morning fog, 

poor staff work and confusion amongst the divisional and brigade commanders. The British artillery 

bombardment was ineffective and the attacking infantry, advanced with little cover for much of the 

way, were met by a hail of artillery, machine-gun and rifle fire from the Turkish garrison. The 53rd 

(Welsh) Division suffered heavy losses and the assault quickly bogged down. 

 

At 1 p.m. General Chetwode ordered the Anzac Mounted Division, spearheaded by the New Zealand 

Mounted Rifles Brigade, to attack Gaza from the north and north-east at 4 p.m.  Meanwhile, the 

British infantry pressed on despite their heavy casualties and took almost complete possession of Ali 

Muntar.  The Anzac troopers overwhelmed the thin Ottoman defences on the northern outskirts of 

Gaza and made good progress into the town.  A squadron of the Canterbury Mounted Rifles reached 

Ali Muntar and joined in the final battle to clear it.  By 6.30 p.m. soldiers of the 53rd Division were 

linking up with New Zealand and Australian troopers in the streets of Gaza, as the remnants of the 

Ottoman garrison prepared to make a final stand or fled for their lives in the failing light. 

 

Despite this apparent victory, General Dobell had already ordered a withdrawal.  As far as he and 

Chetwode were concerned, they had run out of time.  The chance to consolidate a victory was 

outweighed by the threat posed by an Ottoman counterattack either that night or the next day on a 

force short of food, water and ammunition.  Total Allies casualties were 3,967.  

 

      
 

Left - Serapheum, Egypt 1916 and right - Ferry Post on the Suez Canal, Egypt. 

 

After the battle of Gaza, Roberts Company was separated from the ICB to conduct patrols on the 

Suez Canal and was based at Serapeum and Ferry Post until November 1917.  Robert was promoted 

to temporary ranks at various times in 1917 and was promoted to Corporal on 1st August 1917 and 

then Sergeant on 20th January 1918. 

 

Orders to move were received on 26th December 1917 and the 1st Battalion of the ICB was relieved 

by the 3rd Battalion on 3rd January 1918.  The 1st Battalion marched to Rafa and joined the ICB on 

17th January 1918.  Patrols were conducted as well as further training and sport days.  Robert was 

taken to hospital and was treated for tonsillitis from 25th February to 1st March.  The ICB moved out 

for Amman the next day in preparation for attack on that town in company with the EEF.  
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Extract from the 1st Anzac Battalion Camel Corp Unit War Diary covering the attack on Amman. 

 

Soon after the attack on Amman, Robert was taken ill with a case of Pyrexia (also known as fever or 

febrile response) and was taken to the at Port Said hospital until 8th May 18.  He was not fit enough 

to rejoin his unit, hence he was moved to the Australian Base Depot Company for the Camel Corp 

where he stayed for four weeks.  It was during this time when the ICB was given ordered to disband 

and transfer to the 14th and 15th Light Horse Regiments that were part of the 5th Light Horse 

Brigade.  As a result of the disbandment, Robert attended the 5th Light Horse Brigade School of 

Instruction at El Arish from 8th August to 8th September 1918, and then transferred to the 5th Light 

Horse Brigade Central Training Depot at Moascar located midway along the Suez Canal.  Robert 

was then transferred to the 5th Light Horse Brigade Details on 28th September.  He became ill again 
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with malaria and was hospitalised in Cairo until 4th November and then 11 days later, boarded HT 

Port Darwin at Suez, bound for Australia.  Robert returned to Australia on 26th December 1918. 

 

 

No 1 Battalion, Imperial Camel Corps leaving El Kharga. 

Robert returned to Central Queensland and went back to work at the Railway Service as a 

locomotive fireman in the Rockhampton and Gladstone areas.  He married Kathleen Rose Dowling 

on 31st March 1921 and they raised three children (Catherine, Robert and Trevor).  Robert was 

elected as the first president of the Emu Park R.S.L. Sub-branch.  During World War Two, Robert 

joined the Volunteer Defence Corps on a full time basis from 15th August 1940 to 12th December 

1945 at the rank of Captain.  After WWII, Robert stayed in the Volunteer Defence Corps on a part 

time basis.  He was purchasing a hotel in Bowen when he died on 1st July 1946 and is buried in the 

Bowen cemetery.  

 

       

Photo on left – Robert Bull and right side - Sgt R C Bull with brother RSM H J Bull 
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Unit Colour Patch of 15th Infantry Battalion and 1st Company Imperial Camel Battalion  

  

An unofficial Rising Sun badge for the Camel Corps Robert Charles Bulls’ medal entitlement: 

1914-1915 Star, British War Medal and Victory 

medal 
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R Bull’s WWI story Page 7 

Regimental Sergeant Major Henry James Bull (Service No. 813) of 

the 9th and 3rd Infantry Battalions 

 

Henry James was born on 8th September 1891 in Rockhampton, the 7th child and 2nd son to Henry 

and Maria (née Ferguson) Bull, both immigrants from the United Kingdom.  Henry from Whaplode, 

Lincolnshire, arrived in Rockhampton in 1879 at the age of 19.  Maria was from Cookstown, Tyrone, 

North Ireland, arrived in Maryborough, also in 1879 and also aged 19.  Henry James completed his 

apprenticeship as a fitter in Rockhampton before he enlisted in the Australian Imperial Forces (AIF) 

on 20th August 1914 at the age of 23.  Private Bull joined ‘C’ Company of the 9th Infantry Battalion, 

3rd Brigade which formed the 1st Australian Division. Private Bull was promoted several times and 

achieved the rank of Sergeant within a month. 

 

The 9th Infantry Battalion consisted on average of 29 Officers and 1007 Other Ranks (OR’s) and 

was broken up into the following sub units: 

Section Platoon Company Battalion 

Rifle section:-  

10 OR’s 

 

Lewis Gun Section:- 10 

OR’s and 

1 Light Machine Gun 

Platoon Headquarters 

(1 Officer & 4 OR’s) 

 

3 Rifle Sections and 

1 Lewis gun Section 

Company 

Headquarters (2 

Officers & 57 

OR’s) 

 

4 Platoons 

Battalion 

Headquarters (5 

Officers & 75 OR’s) 

 

4 Companies 

 

Henry sailed for Egypt aboard the HMAT (A5) Omrah on the 24th September 1914.  The 9th 

Battalion arrived in Egypt on 2 December 1914, after which they undertook a period of intense 

training prior to being deployed to the Gallipoli Peninsula. 

 

The 3rd Brigade was the covering force for the ANZAC landing on 25 April 1915, and so was the 

first ashore at around 4.30 am.  The battalion was heavily involved in establishing and defending the 

front line of the ANZAC beachhead.  Henry was wounded in both legs during the landing at Anzac 

Cove.  Henry’s cousin, Private Lowry McClelland Brisbin (also from the 9th Infantry Battalion) was 

Killed In Action (KIA) at Gaba Tepe on 1st/2nd May 1915 and Henry’s brother, Private Robert 

Charles Bull (15th Infantry Battalion) was Wounded In Action (WIA) on 29th May 1915 at Quinns’ 

Post at Gallipoli.  Henry was hospitalised at the 17th Australian General Hospital (AGH) and 

rejoined his battalion back on the peninsula on the 2nd June.  Henry was promoted to Company 

Quarter-Master Sergeant on 18th July.  According to the Unit War Diaries of the 9th Infantry 

Battalion, they did not participate in the August offensive (Battles of Lone Pine and the Nek). 

 

Henry was promoted to the 9th Battalions Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) on 29th November 

1915.  The RSM was the Senior Warrant Officer of the battalion or regiment and had the primarily 

responsible for maintaining standards and discipline and acts as a parental figure to his subordinates 

and also to junior officers, even though they technically outrank the RSM.  This was a huge 

responsibility during peacetime but in WWI where the AIF attrition rate was 33% or higher, 

maintaining discipline within the ranks was a difficult task.  

 

After the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the battalion returned to Egypt where the AIF underwent a 

period of reorganisation and expansion.  As a part of this process, the 9th Battalion provided a cadre 

of experienced personnel to the newly formed 49th Battalion.  In March 1916, the battalion sailed to 

France as the AIF's infantry divisions were transferred to the Western Front.  When the battalion 

went into battle, Henry was positioned close to his Commanding Officer at the battalion 

headquarters, hence he was present at most of the major battles at the Western Front campaign.  On 

arrival, the 9th Battalion deployed to the Somme, experiencing its first major action at Pozieres in 

July 1916.  
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The landing at Gallipoli April 25, 1915. 

 

The Australian divisions of the I Anzac Corps were primarily given the task of capturing the Pozieres 

Ridge, which had in fact been intended for capture on the first day of the Somme Offensive.  This the 

Australians succeeded in doing by 4th August, having launched their offensive almost two weeks 

earlier at 1.30 a.m on 23 July, a mere two days following their arrival on the Somme.  They were 

assisted in the attack by the British 48th Division to the Australians' west, attacking from Ovillers 

towards the German left flank. 

 

The Australians succeeded in capturing Pozieres village itself within an hour; after which they 

rushed across the main road onwards towards Gibraltar, a German strongpoint.  A mere 200 metres 

separated the Australians from Pozieres Ridge, the attack's main objective, heavily defended by the 

securely entrenched German troops.  Two lines of trenches needed to be overcome before the ridge 

could be claimed. 

 

Later on that first day, the Australians were joined to the north-west of Pozieres village by the British 

17th Warwickshire Regiment.  Still the ridge remained firmly in German hands.  The 2nd Australian 

Division subsequently relieved their comrades and continued the attack on the ridge for a further four 

days before they too were relieved.  By the time it was relieved on 27th July 1916, the Division had 

lost 5,285 men killed, wounded or missing.  The ridge finally fell, after almost two weeks of bitter 

fighting, on 4th August 1916.   

 

The next major action for the battalion was the Battle of the Menin Road Ridge, from 20th to 25th 

September 1917 that marked a change in British tactics during the 3rd Battle of Ypres (which 

comprised of several battles).  In the aftermath of the earlier failures at Ypres, the British General 

Plumer suggested an alternative plan; his “bite and hold” strategy.  This was designed to use the 

German plan against them.  The British would pick a small part of the front line, hit it with a heavy 

bombardment and then attack in strength.  The advancing troops would stop once they had 

penetrated 1,500 yards into the German lines.  At this point they would have overrun the German 

front line and perhaps some of the strong points behind the lines.  The attacking troops would then 

stop and dig in.  When the German counterattack was launched, instead of finding a mass of 

exhausted and disorganised men at the limit of the Allied advance, they would find a well organised 

defensive line. 

 

Plumer was given permission to try his new plan, and three weeks to prepare.  His men received 

detailed training.  The battle began with a creeping artillery barrage 1,000 metres deep, which 

protected the attacking infantry.  The British attacked with four divisions; from north to south the 

2nd Australian, 1st Australian, 23rd and 41st Divisions. 
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The attack was a great success.  The majority of the objectives were captured on the first day of the 

attack, only the 41st Division needed to follow up on the following day.  German counterattacks 

were repulsed the first and second days of the attack.  Three quiet days followed, during which time 

the 23rd and 41st divisions were relieved.  The battle ended with a final German counterattack on 

25th September, again repulsed without serious problems.  Casualties to the 9th Battalion were 39 

KIA, 184 WIA and 20 missing.  The two Australian divisions lost 5,000 men during this battle.  

 

The Allies continued to apply pressure to the German army.  During the night of 25th/26th 

September, 4,000 men of the assaulting six battalions reached taped lines laid across the south–

western third of Polygon Wood.  At 5.50am on the 26th, around 10,000 men of the British and 

dominion began their advance with the 4th and 5th Divisions, on the left and right respectively, 

taking the lead in the I ANZAC sector.  The infantry advanced behind a heavy artillery barrage 

(support alone for 5th Division infantry was 205 pieces of heavy artillery, one gun for every nine 

metres of front) - the noise of this was compared to a roaring bushfire - and they secured most of 

their objectives without difficulty.  Dozens of German machine guns positioned in the concrete pill–

boxes were the main obstacles but these were destroyed by the artillery or infantry using grenades.  

To the south, the 15th Brigade, secured not only its own objectives but those allocated to the 

neighbouring 98th British Brigade.  The Germans launched several counter-attacks but these were 

thwarted by the heavy defensive artillery barrages used to protect the infantry consolidating on their 

objectives; this was a feature of the Plumer battles.  The battle cost 5,770 Australian casualties.  The 

1st and 2nd Divisions were in reserve for the Battle of Polygon Wood. 

 

Henry’s next battle was the Battle of Broodseinde Ridge that involved twelve divisions advancing on 

a front of thirteen kilometres with the centre comprising of the I and II Anzac Corps.  The attack was 

planned on the same basis as its predecessors - the attacking troops' objectives were approximately 

1,500 metres deep, the advance would be preceded by a massive artillery bombardment; and a 

creeping artillery barrage would lead the troops on to their objectives and then protect them while 

they consolidated their positions. 

 

The attack began before dawn on 4th October 1917.  The Australian troops were shelled heavily on 

their start line and 15% of their numbers became casualties even before the attack began.  When it 

did, the attacking troops were confronted by a line of troops advancing towards them; the Germans 

had chosen the same morning to launch an attack of their own.  The Australians forged on through 

the German assault waves and gained all their objectives along the ridge.  It was not without cost, 

however.  German pillboxes were characteristically difficult to subdue, and the Australian divisions 

suffered 6,500 casualties.  The New Zealanders suffered a further 1,700 casualties. 

 

The 2nd Battle of Passchendaele was the culminating attack during the 3rd Battle of Ypres between 

26th October and 10th November 1917.  RSM Bull was granted leave to England from 22nd October 

to 4th November and was present for most of this battle that was to be the last for 1917.  

 

The German Spring Offensive of 1918 (also known as Battle of the Lys, Lys Offensive, the 4th 

Battle of Ypres, the 4th Battle of Flanders or Operation Georgette) was launched on 7th April  with 

the objective of capturing Ypres, forcing the British forces back to the channel ports and out of the 

war.  The 9th Battalion was involved with the Battle of Hazebrouck (12th April) where the Sixth 

Army renewed its attack in the south, towards the important supply centre of Hazebrouck, another 10 

kilometres to the west.  The Germans advanced some 2 to 4 kilometres and captured Merville.  On 

13th April they were stopped by the 1st Australian Division, which had been transferred to the area.  

The Germans had suffered many casualties and with the arrival of French reinforcements, it was 

clear that Georgette could not achieve its objectives; therefore on 29th April the German high 

command called off the offensive. 
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When the German offensive failed, the allied armies began their own counter-offensive combining 

infantry, artillery, tanks, and aircraft to great effect.  Henry was transferred to the 3rd Infantry 

Battalion on 15th July 18 as the RSM and participated in the three main battles in this offensive.   

 

The Battle of Amiens was an Allied victory that helped bring an end to World War I.  The Allies 

launched an attack in August 1918 with a force of 75,000 men from four Australian, four Canadian 

and three British divisions, more than 500 tanks, nearly 1,900 aircraft (including French planes) and 

2,000 guns.  The offensive achieved huge gains on the first day, with Allied troops and tanks 

advancing 13km and causing 27,000 casualties.  Although the German resistance stiffened and the 

fighting was over after a few days, the battle convinced many in the German high command that 

victory in the war was unattainable. 

 

At 4.20 am on the 8th August 1918 Phase I of the battle commenced.  The artillery opened fire with a 

‘creeping barrage’ as on this occasion there had been no preliminary bombardment which had been 

the case at similar offensives.  The battle area was covered in dense fog which was enhanced by the 

use of smoke shells. The sound of the movement of the tanks was hidden by the bombing of the 

German forward areas by the use of aircraft.  By 7.00 a.m. the Australians had reached their 1st 

objective and their 2nd objective by 10.30 am.  It appeared that by 7.30 am the German front line 

was broken which allowed the Australians to capture the enemy artillery.  

 

Phase II began at 8.20 a.m. with the artillery moving to a new position.  The fog was lifting and the 

sun was beginning to shine.  Both the 4th Division (on the left) and the 5th Division (on the right) 

continued with their attack.  The German artillery took on the tanks, but the Infantry continued to 

advance and overran the guns.  

 

In Phase III the Infantry continued on unaided by either the artillery or tanks and managed to reach 

and take their objectives.  

 

Over the next three (3) days the 1st division and the 2nd Division continued with their advance and 

took the Lihons Heights.  The 4th Division succeeded in taking Etineham and the 3rd Division 

Proyart.  By the 12th August 1918 the German Army had been broken, although much fighting was 

still to continue as the Hindenberg Line still had to be taken.  

 

From the four Australian divisions that took part in the Battle of Amiens, 5,991 casualties were 

sustained.  In part, the Australians captured 183 Officers and 7,742 other ranks. In total, the Allied 

forces captured 29,144 prisoners, 338 guns, and liberated 116 towns and villages. 

 

The second battle was for possession of the town of Albert (21st to 23rd August 1918) where the 

Allies performed a two-pronged attack on Bapaume and St Quentin, as part of the Allied counter-

offensives on the Western Front.  The initial aim of Battle of Albert was to gain the Arras-Albert 

railway line.  At 4.55am on the densely foggy morning of 21st August, infantry of five divisions 

advanced on a 11 km front in the wake of a precise artillery creeping barrage, completely surprising 

the enemy.  VI Corps gained its first objective (the Moyenneville-Ablainzeville spur) by 5.40 a.m., 

on the right, IV Corps, facing stiffer resistance, took its first objective twenty minutes later.  Varying 

success met the renewed attacks towards the railway.  With less ground to cross in the north, British 

Guards units and Australian 3rd Division infantry gained their objectives by 11.30 a.m.; but to the 

south, as the mist cleared, British 63rd and Australian 5th Divisions became involved in much 

exhausting fighting (many supporting tanks were lost) and failed to make, though on the extreme 

right.  V Corps captured Beaucourt and advanced beyond Baillescourt Farm. 

 

British General Byng decided to pause the attack on 22nd August to allow his forces to regroup.  A 

series of German counter attacks were beaten off during that intensely hot summer's day.  To the 

right, the Fourth Army advanced, resulted in the occupation of Albert.  On 23rd August, the Third 

and Fourth British Armies participated in a huge general Allied attack which, with French assaults on 
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the right, extended over a battlefront of 53 km.  The day’s fighting saw the Third Army edge 

significantly nearer Bapaume, which would remain its principal objective in the days immediately 

following.  

 

Henry was not present at the last major battle (assault on the Epéhy area) as he was assessed as 

medically unfit for action on 14th September and embarked at Taranto on the HT Devon, bound for 

Australia.   
 

Henry returned to Australia on 23rd November 1918.  There is no other information available on 

Henry after the Great War.   

 

 

Bajool War Cenotaph 

 

 

 

Henry James Bulls’ medal entitlement: 1914-1915 Star, British War Medal and Victory medal 

 

          

Unit Colour Patches of 9th and 3rd Infantry Battalions 
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