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EMU PARK SOLDIERS OF WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR  

FROM EMU PARK and SHIRE OF LIVINGSTONE 

 

Private David Whiting (Service No. 361) of the 15th Infantry Battalion 

 

David was born on 29th September 1895 in Coowonga, Queensland, the second son of Herbert a 

farmer and Florence (née Whiteley) Whiting.  Herbert arrived in Rockhampton in 1887 from 

England, and married Florence in 1892.  Herbert worked on a farm at Coowonga in his early days, 

and during 1900 purchased and established apiaries at Emu Park and Coorooman.  In 1902, he 

purchased a farm at Coowonga, known as Redding Farm and on the farm he ran his apiaries and 

grew fruit, vegetables, and corn.  Around 1911, Herbert built a house and small shop at Emu Park 

and operated a mixed business from this shop. 

 

Early in David’s life, he worked on his parent’s farm until he left to work on a sheep station in 

western Queensland.  After the First World War broke out in 1914, David had just turned 20 years of 

age and with his parents’ permission enlisted in the AIF on 17th October 1914.  Private Whiting 

joined ‘B’ Company of the 15th Infantry Battalion, 4th Brigade which formed the Australian and 

New Zealand Division when they arrived in Egypt.  (Note; this is the same company as Sergeant 

Robert Bull who is also commemorated at the Emu Park Centenary of ANZACs Memorial 

Gatehouse).  In November, the Battalion left the Enoggera camp at Brisbane bound for Melbourne, 

arriving there on 26th November 1914.  After further training, the Battalion boarded HMAT (A40) 

Ceramic at Port Melbourne and sailed for the Middle East on 22nd December 1914.  After a brief 

stop in Albany, Western Australia, the battalion proceeded to Egypt, arriving in early February 1915.  

Australia already had the 1st AIF division in place.  When the 4th Brigade arrived in Egypt, it 

combined with the two New Zealand brigades and formed the Australian and New Zealand Division.   

 

The 15th Infantry Battalion consisted on average of 29 Officers and 1007 Other Ranks (OR’s) and 

was broken up into the following sub units: 

Section Platoon Company Battalion 

Rifle section:-  

10 OR’s 

 

Lewis Gun Section:- 10 

OR’s and 

1 Light Machine Gun 

Platoon Headquarters 

(1 Officer & 4 OR’s) 

 

3 Rifle Sections and 

1 Lewis gun Section 

Company 

Headquarters (2 

Officers & 57 

OR’s) 

 

4 Platoons 

Battalion 

Headquarters (5 

Officers & 75 OR’s) 

 

4 Companies 

 

The 15th Battalion landed at ANZAC Cove on the Gallipoli Peninsula at 4.30 pm on 25 April 1915.  

However, at the time, David was sick on board the hospital ship HMT Mashobra with pneumonia 

and was transferred to the No. 2 Australian General Hospital at Ghezireh on 4th May.  David 

recovered and was transferred to the Base Details (general duties) at the training base Zeitoun near 

Cairo.  He rejoined his unit on the Gallipoli Peninsula on the 4th June.  The 15th Battalion was in 

recovery mode from heavy losses due to their attacks on the opposing enemy trenches at Quinn’s 

Hill.  David’s’ battalion spent most of June and July at their bivouac at Anzac cove.  In August the 

Allies made their big push and the 15th Battalion took part in attack of 971 Hill.   

 

Hill 971, known to the Turks as Koja Chemen Tepe, was the chief objective of a British offensive 

launched at Gallipoli in August 1915 in conjunction with a second landing of troops at Suvla Bay, 

six kilometres north of Anzac Cove.  The aim of the offensive was to seize the three main heights of 
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the ridgeline (wrongly called 'Sari Bair' by the British) running north-east from the hill known as 

Baby 700, which formed the apex of Anzac itself-these being Chunuk Bair, Hill Q and Hill 971.  

Once these dominating peaks of the main range of the Gallipoli Peninsula had been captured, the 

British expected to be able to march directly to the Narrows of the Dardanelles waterway and 

achieve a decisive breakthrough in the campaign. 

 

 
 

Map of the southern section of the Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey, showing main features, 25th April 1915 

landing beaches and approximate front lines as of August 1915.  Hill 971 highlighted by the red circle.  The 

distance from the Helles sector to the Anzac sector was approximately 20 kilometres. 

 

The battle for Chunuk Bair began after dark on 6 August 1915.  In the late afternoon, before the long 

columns of men began their march along North Beach to Ocean Beach and then up into the range, 

the 1st Australian Division mounted its famous attack on the Turkish line at Lone Pine.  So strong 

was this attack that initially the Turkish commanders were of the opinion that a major break-out from 

Anzac towards the south-east was being attempted.  At 9.30 pm, Brigadier General John Monash’s 

4th Australian Brigade–the 13th, 14th, 15th and 16th Battalions, left their bivouac positions in 

Reserve Gully beneath the Sphinx and, with Monash marching in the middle of his brigade, made 

their way north along a newly constructed road. 

 

Monash’s men, accompanied by the British 40th Brigade and the 29th Indian Brigade, made their 

way beyond No 2 Outpost and into the foothills to the west of Hill 971 (Kocacimentepe).  Here they 

became lost and dawn on 7th August found them well short of their intended position from where 

they were to have attacked and seized Hill 971.  The men of the 4th Brigade were exhausted and 

were allowed to stop and dig in.  The Indian battalions had also taken the wrong route and were in no 

position to attack.  The 6th Gurkha Battalion pressed on up the slopes towards what turned out to be 

Chunuk Bair.  Only the New Zealanders ended that night march somewhere near their objective.  As 

they came out on the top slopes of what was called Rhododendron Ridge, they could see Chunuk 

Bair about a kilometre ahead.  It was at this point, dawn on 7th August 1915, that there occurred one 

of best known Australian tragedies on Gallipoli, the charge of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade at The 

Nek.  
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Hand drawn plan for the attack on Hill 971 (note the extra distance & terrain of the 4th Brigade’s track) 

 

The original plan had envisaged the New Zealanders attaining Chunuk Bair and then coming down 

the range behind the Turkish positions towards the Nek.  This did not happen.  Just before dawn the 

lead New Zealand battalion (the Otagos) were still short of Chunuk Bair.  General Birdwood, the 

commanding officer of the Anzac forces, allowed the light horsemen to proceed in order to give all 

possible support to the Chunuk Bair assault.  If Turkish reinforcements could be held from that vital 

height for even an extra half hour then its capture, the main purpose of the whole new August 

offensive, might be achieved.  However, Birdwood had written earlier of the Turkish positions at the 

Nek and up the slopes of Baby 700.  The 4th Australian Brigade met with disaster on the slopes 

leading to Hill 971.  The 4th Brigade was never able to find their way onto the correct spur of the 

range that led up to this peak.  Throughout 7th August, in their hastily dug positions, they had been 

subjected to Turkish artillery fire and had suffered casualties.  In the evening, Monash was ordered to 

send his men forward on 8th August to take Hill 971.  In the early hours of 8th August, 14th, 15th 

and 16th battalions set out to discover that they were nowhere near the approach to Hill 971.  As 

these battalions advanced over an exposed slope, Turkish machine guns opened up.  Against this 

concentrated Turkish fire little progress was made.   

 

In the words of the Australian official history, the 15th Battalion, with most of its officers dead or 

wounded, ‘broke southwards’ for cover.  One Australian who disappeared on 8th August as the 15th 

came under attack was Sergeant Joseph McKinley of Yass, New South Wales.  A comrade wrote: 

 

The men fell under furious fire. It was terrible; the men were falling like rabbits. Many were 

calling for mothers and sisters. They fell a good way, in many cases, from the Turkish lines. 

Sgt McKinley … did very good work on the Peninsula. It was commonly believed that he was 

killed on that morning during the advance. He was never seen again. 

 

A Turkish attack, which then threatened the whole left flank of the 4th Brigade, was held off by half 

of the 16th Battalion.  Meanwhile, more Turkish units began to appear and the position of the 14th 

and 15th Battalions looked increasingly hopeless.  At 7.00 am Monash was told that the three 
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battalions had suffered heavy casualties and that there was no hope of an attack on Hill 971.  Indeed, 

the 15th Battalion, which on 6 August had left North Beach 850 strong, had been reduced to 280 

men.  Fortunately for the Australians in their exposed positions, the machine gun sections of the 4th 

Brigade now appeared and covered the retreat.  Thus ended the 4th Brigade’s attempt to capture Hill 

971, the highest vantage point of the Sari Bair Range. 

 

      
 
Photo on the Left is the summit of Hill 971 from Chunuk Bair looking north. (From the CEW Bean Collection) 

and on the right, members of the 4th Brigade attending a church service in Reserve Gully, being conducted by 

Chaplain A Gillison of the 14th Battalion, prior to the Brigade moving out to take part in the great offensive 

against Chanuk Bair and Hill 971, 6th August 1915.  

 

During the period from 7th to 10th August, what would have struck any observer looking along the 

great sweep of North Beach and Ocean Beach and up into the ranges, would have been the sight of 

thousands of wounded men.  Many lay in pain on the heights and died before help could reach them. 

Those capable of walking or crawling made their way back down to aid posts and assembly points at 

the end of the valleys near the beach. Sergeant H M Jackson, 13th Battalion, AIF, described the 

scene: 

 
From the trench down to the beach, about 4 miles, is one long line of grey stiff bodies of men who 

have died trying to get down to the beach unassisted.   

[Sergeant Harold Jackson, 13th Battalion, AIF, Diary, 26 August 1915, AWM, IDRL/0592] 

 

It was during this action on the 7th or possibly early morning of the 8th August that Private David 

Whiting was Killed in Action.   David’s name is embossed on Panel 50 at the Lone Pine Memorial, 

Gallipoli, Turkey.  

 

David’s elder brother, Private Edwin Whiting, enlisted in the army on 22nd May 1916 and was 

posted to the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera in Brisbane for training.  Edwin contracted cerebro-

spinal meningitis and died in the Brisbane General Hospital on 27 June 1916. He had served just 

over one month in the Australian Army. 
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Lone Pine Memorial, Gallipoli, Turkey. 

 

    

 

 

 

            

Sources of the information on the David Whiting WWI story are: 

1. David Whiting’s WWI service record from the National Australian Achieves website,  

2. 15th Infantry Battalion’s Unit War Diary, Australian War Memorial website,  

3. General information from the Australian War Memorial website, and  

4. Information from ‘The August Offensive in the Sari Bair Range, 6–10 August 1915” and 

photo of the Lone Pine Memorial from the Department of Veteran Affairs website. 

David Whitings’ medal entitlement: 

1914-1915 Star, British War Medal and Victory 

medal 

Unit Colour Patch of 15th Infantry Battalion  


