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SOLDIERS OF WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR  

FROM EMU PARK and SHIRE OF LIVINGSTONE 

 

Lieutenant Dudley Frederick Salmon of the 47th Infantry 

Battalion 

Dudley Frederick Salmon was born on 14th April 1894 at Bowen, 2nd child to Edward, a 

rabbit inspector and Ida (née Tompson-Bode) Salmon.  Dudley’s parents lived at ‘Chelsea 

House’ in Emu Park while Dudley was a station manager working near Emu Park when he 

enlisted in the Australian Imperial Forces (AIF) at Rockhampton on the 7th May 1915 at the 

age of 21.  He joined the 15th Infantry Battalion but was transferred to 31st Battalion on 15th 

July.  He was promoted from Private to Provisional Sergeant on 4th August 1915 and 

attended further training at No. 12 School of Instruction before being transferred to 35th 

Infantry Battalion at the rank of Acting Sergeant.  Dudley was commissioned to 2nd 

Lieutenant and was transferred to the 2nd Light Horse Regiment on 10th February 1916.  

Two months later, he joined the 2nd reinforcement of the 47th Battalion, 12th Brigade and 

sailed for England on RMS Mooltan on 12th April 1916.  Dudley arrived at Etaples, France 

on 26th July where he was taken ill and was in the Liverpool Merchant Mobile General 

Hospital from 13th to 24th August.  He joined his unit at Doullens in France (approximately 

20 km north of Amiens) on 16th September 1916.  

The 47th Infantry Battalion consisted on average of 29 Officers and 1007 Other Ranks 

(OR’s) and was broken up into the following sub units: 

Section Platoon Company Battalion 
Rifle section:-  

10 OR’s 

 

Lewis Gun Section:- 

10 OR’s and 

1 Light Machine Gun 

Platoon Headquarters 

(1 Officer & 3 OR’s) 

 

3 Rifle Sections and 

1 Lewis gun Section 

Company Headquarters 

(2 Officers & 6 OR’s) 

 

4 Platoons 

Battalion Headquarters  

(5 Officers & 75 OR’s) 

 

4 Companies 

 

It was not long before Dudley was in the frontline trenches from 20th to 26th September at 

Voormezeele, just south of Ypres in Belgium.  October was spent in the Hazebrouck area and 

the battalion suffered 17 casualties for the month.   

Back in the front line trenches from 12
th

 to 19th November where the 47th Battalion’s 

Commanding Officer (Lieutenant Colonel Flintoff) was wounded and Major Lewis was made 

the temporary Commanding Officer.  Casualties for November 1916 were 13 Killed In 

Action (KIA), 56 Wounded In Action (WIA) and 4 missing.  Dudley was promoted to 

Lieutenant on the 5th November 1916.   

During the winter months, both the Allies and German armies reduced their activities due to 

the unfavourable weather conditions.  At the beginning of 1917, Sir Douglas Haig’s 

(Commander of the British forces including Australian) planned the Allied forces 

breakthrough set in Flanders (3rd Battle of Ypres).  This was different to the 1st and 2nd 

battles of Ypres that were launched by the Germans in 1914 and 1915 respectively.  The first 

of these battles that Dudley’s battalion fought was the 1st Battle of Bullecourt.   
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In March 1917, the German army had withdrawn to the Hindenburg Line in order to shorten 

their front and thus make their positions easier to defend.  This move was rapidly followed up 

by the British and empire forces, and they launched an offensive around Arras in early April 

1917.  To assist the Arras operations, an attack was launched on Bullecourt on 11 April 1917 

by the 4th Australian and 62nd British Divisions.  The attack was hastily planned and 

mounted and resulted in disaster.  Tanks which were supposed to clear a path for his 

attacking infantry, in lieu of the usual very heavy artillery barrage, either broke down or were 

quickly destroyed.  The infantry attacked but were soon swamped by German machine gun 

fire and heavy shelling or severely impeded by the barbed wire, many getting entangled and 

subsequently picked off by German artillery.  Nevertheless, the infantry managed to break 

into the German defences.  A successful German counter-attack hemmed in the Australians 

and forced a retreat with no supporting artillery.  The two brigades of the 4th Division that 

carried out the attack, the 4th and 12th, suffered over 3,300 casualties; 1,170 Australians were 

taken prisoner - the largest number captured in a single engagement during the war.   

The 4th Division was ineffective for active service for months due to the losses at Bullecourt; 

therefore it was not until June that the 12th Brigade would take to the battlefield again.  

Lieutenant Salmon was now the Officer in Charge of ‘A’ company.   

 

The Battle of Messines was fought to prepare the ground for the much more strategically 

important Battle of Passchendaele later in the year.  The battle had one purpose, to clear the 

Germans from the high ground that overlooked parts of the future battleground. 

Consequently, the Messines battle had limited objectives, only a short distance from the 

starting point, which enabled the British artillery to provide effective and uninterrupted 

support during the attack.  The battle was fought by the British General Sir Herbert Plumer’s 

Second Army, of which II Anzac Corps, including the 3rd Australian Division, was a part (in 

addition, the 4th Australian Division was sent as reinforcements later in the battle).  Plumer is 

generally regarded as one of the more able British generals and he was a master of the set 

piece battle. A heavy preliminary artillery bombardment of the German lines preceded the 

attack which consisted of 2,300 field guns and 300 heavy mortars.  The Australians were 

responsible for the southern part of the attack.  To their left, the New Zealanders were 

responsible for the capture of Messines village itself.  To the New Zealanders’ north, the Irish 

capture the ridgeline between Wytschaete and Messines. 

 

The initial assault was preceded by the detonation of 19 mines under the German front line at 

3:10a.m. on the 7th June 1917 which caused an estimated 10,000 German casualties.  At Hill 

60, the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company had been at work since November 1916 digging 

two large mineshafts under Hill 60 and The Caterpillar.  The Hill 60 mine created a crater 80 

meter wide and 18 meters deep.   

 

Climbing out of the trenches, waves of attacking British, Australian and New Zealand 

soldiers of II Anzac Corps sought to capitalise on the shock of these explosions and the 

accompanying artillery barrage and occupy the enemy’s positions before they had the chance 

to form a new defensive line.  The 3rd Division’s objective was to push all the way through 

to the Green Line.  This was achieved comparatively easily, especially in light of the AIF’s 

battle experiences on the Western Front, the growing tactical skills of the Australian infantry, 

and to the overwhelming firepower of the allied assault.  From approximately 4:30a.m., the 

barrage halted for an hour to allow fresh battalions to move forward in preparation for the 

second phase of the initial attack.  The second phase did not commence until the middle of 

the day. 

 

Plumer planned to resume the attack at 1pm, however delays by the central IX Corps (to II 

Anzac’s left) in moving their troops up meant that the afternoon attack did not go in until 

3pm.  When the attack was pressed forward again, two brigades of the 4th Australian 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/atoz/preliminarybombardment.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/weaponry/mortars.htm
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Division moved through the 25th and New Zealand Divisions to the final objective.  Their 

success was only possible because of the successful capture of the ridgeline by the British 

25th, the New Zealand and 3rd Australian Divisions.  The New Zealand Division had 

captured and held the village of Messines with comparatively little difficulty, while pill-

boxes were able to be isolated and destroyed. 

 

In the afternoon, the 12th Brigade of the 4th Australian Division pushed up to the 

Oosttaverne Line, capturing and holding sections of it as the remainder of the attackers made 

their way to that objective. It was here that German resistance hardened significantly.  The 

capture of the remainder of the Oosttaverne Line in II Anzac’s sector took another four days 

and nights of hard fighting.  Casualties to the 47th Battalion were 74 KIA, 3 died of wounds, 

388 WIA and 36 missing (total of 501 men).  This victory came at a price, with some 26,000 

casualties sustained, while II Anzac suffered 13,500 of that total figure.  

 

It was during the Battle of Messines when Dudley was Killed-In-Action on 8th June 1917 

and is buried in the Messines Ridge British Cemetery, Messines, Flanders, Belgium.  

 

 

Messines Ridge British Cemetery, Messines, Flanders, Belgium 

 

Studio portrait of Lieutenant (Lt) W S 

(surname illegible) (left) and 2147 Lt 

Dudley Frederick Salmon, 47th Battalion. 
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Sources of the information on the Dudley Salmon WWI story are: 

1. 47th Infantry Battalion’s Unit War Diary, Australian War Memorial website,  

2. General information from the Australian War Memorial website, 

3. Dudley Salmon’s WWI service record from the National Australian Achieves website,  

4. Australian Army History Unit on the Army website, 

Dudley Salmon’s medal 

entitlement:  British War Medal, 

Victory Medal 

Unit Colour Patch of 42nd Infantry 

Battalion and 4th Machine Gun 

Company 

Informal group portrait of five members 

of the AIF including the following 

although their positions in the group are 

not known. Lieutenant (Lt) Dudley 

Frederick Salmon, 47th Battalion from 

Emu Park, Queensland, killed in action at 

Messines Ridge, Belgium on 9 June 

1917; Captain John William Millar, 47th 

Battalion from Mount Lawley, Western 

Australia, killed in action at Messines on 

7 June 1917; and Lt William Stuart 

Dixon, 47th Battalion from 

Auchenflower, Queensland, killed in 

action at Messines on 7 June 1917. 

Captain Millar and Lt Dixon were both 

killed the day after the photograph was 

taken and Lt Salmon was killed two days 

after that. 


