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SOLDIERS OF WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR  

FROM EMU PARK and SHIRE OF LIVINGSTONE 

 

Trooper Harold Swaine Tooker (Service No. 65) of the 11th 

Light Horse Regiment 

Harold Swaine Tooker was born on 18th April 1893 at Clemont, Central Queensland.  He 

was the youngest of nine children to Mountiford Giles and Frances (née Rowlands) Tooker, a 

cattle station owner on the banks of the Mackenzie River, who arrived in Australia in 1870 

from Ireland. Harold grew up with horses, joined in station activities, and hunted for 

wallabies and rabbits and this stood him in good stead for the army’s light horse regiment.  

Due to the devastating drought of 1902, the bank foreclosed on the property and the family 

moved to Rockhampton and later to Yeppoon.  Harold was conducting survey work in north-

west Queensland when war was declared on Germany.  He returned to Yeppoon and enlisted 

in the Australian Imperial Forces on 2nd January 1915 at the age of 21.  He was selected for 

the Machine Gun Section of the 11th Light Horse Regiment (LHR) which formed part of the 

4th Light Horse Brigade.  On average, the strength (number of personnel) of a light horse 

regiment was 558 with a structure indicated below: 

Section Troop Squadron Regiment 

4 Troopers Troop Headquarters   

(1 Officer, 3 Troopers) 

 

8 Sections 

 

4 Troops Regimental Headquarters  

25 Officers 

 

3 Squadrons 

1 Machine Gun Section 

 

The recruits took a riding test which varied from place to place.  At one camp they had to 

take a bareback army horse over a water jump and a sod wall. In another, they had to jump a 

log fence.  They also had to pass a very strict medical test before they were accepted. 

Many of the new Troopers brought their own horses to the camp and if the horse met army 

standards, it was bought by the Commonwealth for about £30 ($60).  Many of the recruits 

were given remounts - army horses bought by Commonwealth purchasing officers from 

graziers and breeders.  These were called "walers" because they were a New South Wales 

stockhorse type - strong, great-hearted animals with the strains of the thoroughbred and semi-

draught to give them speed, strength and stamina.  The horse was carefully fitted with the 

special military saddle, designed to carry a remarkable array of equipment with the least 

possible discomfort.  The new troopers, when mounted on their horses, would carry extra 

clothing, food, and personal possessions in a canvas haversack carried over the shoulder.  

Across the other shoulder hung a one litre water bottle.  As well as the 90 rounds of 

ammunition in his bandolier, he carried ten rounds in the .303 calibre rifle slung over his 

shoulder and another 50 rounds in pouches on his belt, which also supported the bayonet and 

scabbard. 
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Harold was transported to Egypt on the HMAT (A7) Medic on 2nd June 1915.  Life onboard 

was centred on cleaning/scrubbing the decks, painting, washing and regular drills and 

exercises.  Sports days were popular.  With the crowded conditions onboard, restricted 

exercise and poor sanitation, sickness broke out onboard.  Measles and mumps were the 

common complaints but these increased when they were camped at Egypt and Gallipoli.  

Once in camp near Cairo, the daily routine was parades, machine gun drill, military training 

and guard duties.  Harold was hospitalised in Heliopolis on 24th August with the measles.  

This was the day before his regiment moved out to Gallipoli.  The regiment was split up to 

reinforce three light horse regiments already ashore at Gallipoli.  ‘A’ Squadron went to the 

2nd LHR, ‘B’ Squadron to the 5th LHR and ‘C’ Squadron to the 9th LHR.  He was 

discharged from the Chubra Infection hospital on 29th September.  While waiting to be 

transferred to the Gallipoli peninsula, Harold visited the local attractions e.g. Tropical 

Gardens, Mohammad Ally, the pyramids, the Egyptian museum and bazaar.   

    

Photos of Harold Tooker in Egypt. He is on right marked by X and in unknown hospital. 

After having been given a clean bill of health, Harold left Alexandria Harbour on 4th 

November 1915 bound for the Gallipoli peninsula and landed at ANZAC Cove on 12th 

November 1915.  By this time, a stalemate had developed in the campaign and the troops on 

both sides were worn out and sick.  In the month of October, there were over 500 Australian 

troops evacuated from the peninsula due to illness.  Harold joined the 2nd LHR which was 

camped near 971 Hill and had a restless sleep on the first night due to the shells roaring 

overhead as well as the enemy snipers bullets.  Two days later, he was with his old Machine 

Gun Section who was guarding a gully where the Turks were expected to attack (charge 

down).  Four men made up a duty gun crew, two men made up a ‘watch’ which was six hours 

in duration.  On Harold’s six hours off watch, he did not sleep very well but it was better than 

being on watch trying to concentrate and stay awake.  The attack did not occur, so the gun 

crew moved back to their ‘bivies’ (bivouac) before first light, otherwise they were open to the 

enemy snipers.  Harold was transferred to the anti aircraft guns positioned on the ‘Table Top’ 

where he had a good view of the countryside.  Water was a premium commodity and they did 

their own cooking in their ‘possy’ (position) where two Vickers machine guns kept the 
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enemy aircraft at a good height.  The weather was cold with some days reaching a maximum 

4.4 degree Celsius.  Harold writes on 17th November “Had a lovely time last night in my 

possy with the fleas, lice etc. We’ll give them a dose of Keatings. Missed stopping a bullet by 

an inch”.  Keatings was a powder to kill fleas and lice.   

Harold recorded on 30th November that the cooling water in the machine guns was frozen 

due to the extreme cold weather with snow still on the ground.  His daily water allowance 

was three pints (1.7 litres) owing to the difficulty in transporting it to the position.  It was 

carried by mules from the beach and was frozen before it reached the machine gun crew.  The 

next day, due to eight transport ships being sunk with their winter rations, rations were 

halved.  He survived on four biscuits, a tin of jam that was shared amongst the crew and a tin 

of bully beef per day.   

Harold and his fellow machine gunners were informed on 15th December that they had been 

selected to cover the retreat and would be left till last.  Half of the Anzac troops were 

evacuated by 18th December and the remaining by 19th December.  Early morning on 20th 

December 1915, there was one boat left for the machine gun crew.  Harold described the 

situation very well, “Two machine guns were to do what 40,000 men had been doing for eight 

months.  If the Turks attacked, we certainly would have been annihilated.  And we had bombs 

to blow the guns up”.  At 4.30 a.m., a huge mine was detonated on ‘Walkers Ridge’ which 

signalled the machine gun crew to start their evacuation.  Harold documents this last dash 

“Picking up Machine Guns, ammunition boxes and our own packs and rifles we actually ran 

to the pier about a mile.  The weight each man was carrying was about 130 lbs (60 kilos).  If 

anyone offered me 50 pounds ($100) to do it again I would refuse.  How we got there I don’t 

quite know but it’s marvellous what one can do when it’s life or death.  Panting, gasping and 

dragging one man who collapsed we struggled to the wharf”. 

 

Photo of the 11th Light Horse Regiment A.I.F. Machine Gun Section.  

Harold Tooker is front row, 2ndd from the left. 

Christmas Day 1915 was spent onboard SS Ionian and the next day the ship arrived at 

Alexandria Harbour.  It was back to the normal routine of camp life in Egypt.  Harold and 

about 700 other Anzacs attended the School of Instruction for machine guns at Camp Zeitoun 
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from 7th to 25th February 1916.  The 11th LHR was reformed on 19th February and moved 

out for Serapheum on 17th May.  Two days later Harold, along with the other 11th LHR 

troops, arrived at the Sinai Desert camp which was located 10 miles (16 km) from the Suez 

Canal.  Harold was amazed at the number of camels (by the thousands) carting water and 

other items from one camp to another.  The 8th, 9th and 10th LHRs moved out of the camp to 

attack the Turks at an oasis 50 miles (80km) away.  Harold wrote on the night of 9th June “a 

thousand camels left last night with water, forage etc.  It was a sight not often seen”.  A few 

days later, the camp was bombed by a single enemy aircraft.  One trooper was killed along 

with several horses and camels of the 11th LHR.  From 10th July to 2nd August 1916 in the 

prelude to the Battle of Romani, the brigade moved to several different camps.  A newly 

formed Mobile Column consisting of 11th LHR, Imperial Camp Brigade and the British City 

of London Yeomanry Regiment (C o L Yeomanry), was deployed in flank and rear defensive 

positions for the actual Battle of Romani but played an important part in the pursuit of the 

retreating Turks and German forces.  

 

Map of the Sinai Desert - Romani and surrounding region 

The Mobile Column located in the south, advanced from Ferdan and the Ballah railhead to 

attack the German and Turkish left flank, working through Bir El Mageibra, Bir El Aweidia 

and Hod El Bayud. They found Mageibra evacuated on 6th August.  The next day the enemy 

was located near Hod El Baheir and it was assessed that their front line was too strong for the 

Mobile Column.  Therefore the Mobile Column attacked the flank and rear positions which 

had two field guns and two machine guns.  Action started at 10.50 a.m. and the enemy started 

to withdraw at 12.15 p.m. for higher ground.  The pursuit began after the Mobile Column 

captured 40 prisoners and a large amount of equipment at Hod El Baheir.  The Mobile 

Column attacked the enemy again at 2.30 p.m. near Hod El Dhaheiha and were driven out of 

their 1st position and retired to their 2nd position.  This 2nd position had about 1,000 troops, 

four field guns and six machine guns.  The C o L Yeomanry attacked on the right side of the 

Imperial Camel Brigade to outflank the enemy but mistook a company of Imperial Camel 

Brigade as the enemy.  They were redirected 800 yards (730 metres) to the north to outflank 

the enemy.  Two Troops of the 11th LHR arrived at 5.00 p.m. with fresh supplies from the 

camp and were immediately positioned between the Imperial Camel Brigade and the C o L 

Yeomanry to fill the gap.  By 5.45 p.m. the Mobile Column had not been able to force the 

enemy from their position.  Therefore a withdrawal was ordered.  The rear guard left the 

battle scene at 7.30 p.m. after all the wounded had been evacuated.  Total casualties for this 
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engagement were 14 Killed In Action and 38 Wounded In Action.  The 11th LHR casualties 

were four Killed In Action and five Wounded In Action.  Camp was set up at Bir El 

Mageibra.  On 8th August, a Troop was sent back to the battlefield to bury the dead and 

discovered that the enemy had retired during the night.  A rest day was then declared.   

On 10th August 1916, the enemy were located again, south west of Mushalfat.  ‘B’ Squadron 

of the 11th LHR engaged the enemy with one 11th LHR Squadron and the Machine Gun 

Section in reserve. Two companies of the Imperial Camel Brigade were ordered to reinforce 

the 11th LHR at 9.45 a.m. but did not arrive until 2.00 p.m.  Although they were only two 

miles (3.2 km) away, they were delayed because of the enemy artillery hitting the companies’ 

location.  At 4.00 p.m. the enemy fire increased and they were reinforcing their line with two 

field guns, four machine guns and about 1,000 troops.  The enemy advanced at 4.45 p.m. in 

an attempt to cut off the C o L Yeomanry relieving ‘B’ Squadron.  This action was countered 

by concentrated fire to cover the changeover.  Withdrawal was ordered at 5.p.m. 

Dawn of 11th August, the Turks were seen to be entrenching on the high ground north of the 

wells at Bayud.  The Machine gun Section opened fired which had the desired effect.  Harold 

documented this action in his diary “Our machine guns were called out and mine was the first 

to open fire.  They immediately ducked for cover and one of their machine guns started 

‘ranging’ my gun and very soon got right on to us.  How we escaped I don’t know as the 

bullets were kicking up clouds of sand all around us.  I had then fired a thousand rounds.  

Our sergeant seeing that we would only be shot if we stayed there any longer ordered us to 

take the gun out of action.  This we did by dragging it by the legs.”  The troops were 

withdrawn to water their horses.  The enemy were seen to be doing the same.  Regiment 

casualties for the 10th November were one Killed In Action and seven Wounded In Action 

with one missing (presumed captured).  Patrols were sent out the next day and they reported 

that the Turks had moved out to Bayud.  This ended the pursuit.  Harold wrote about the 

rations for this action “I never believed that I could live on five biscuits and a tin of bully beef 

a day.  That’s all we could get and no more.  Of course we were a long way out and fifty 

miles is a long way for camel transport but all the same it was ridiculous to expect men to 

fight on five biscuits a day”. 

Harold was admitted to Ferry Post hospital on 21 September 1916 with an ‘irritated heart’ 

condition and after four months in hospital he was sent home.  He arrived back in Australia 

on 27 February 1917 onboard the HMAT (A14) Euripides.  He returned to Central 

Queensland and on 4th October 1921, married Malvena Elizabeth Enga Mark in the St James 

Church at Yeppoon.  They raised three children and settled in Cawarral on a property, 

running a dairy and growing pineapples and paw paws. Harold died on 13th August 1980 and 

his ashes were dispersed over the Cawarral property. 

Harold’s brother Edward Emilious Tooker (Service No. 34647) of the 5th Field Artillery 

Brigade also serviced in France during the WWI.  Edward enlisted in the AIF on 23rd 

October 1916 and returned to Australia on 14th November 1919. 
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Photos of Harold Swaine Tooker in his Light Horse uniform and at his wedding. 

 

 

 

Harold Tooker’s Medal Entitlements:  1914-1915 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal 

 

   

Unit Colour Patches of 11th Light Horse Regiment and 2nd Light Horse Regiment 
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