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SOLDIERS OF WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR  

FROM EMU PARK and SHIRE OF LIVINGSTONE 

 

Driver Joseph Morris (Service No. 21449) of the 3RD Army Field 

Artillery Brigade 

 

Joseph Morris was born on 21
st
 March 1892 at Emu Park, the second son of James Morris, an oyster 

farmer/fisherman at Emu Park and his wife Adelaide Frances (née Oakley). James was a Greek 

(Crete) seaman and arrived in Australia on the sailing ship ‘Scottish Bard’ in 1877. Adelaide was 

from Liverpool, England of Irish descent. She arrived on the’ Northern Monarch’ in 1884 and lived 

at Clermont in Queensland when she met James who was working with the railway services. They 

married in Clermont and moved to Emu Park when James won a contract to supply railway sleepers 

for the Emu Park railway line. Joseph grew up at Emu Park and attended the local primary school. 

Joseph was a labourer working near Townsville when he enlisted in the AIF on the 20th December 

1915 at the age of 23. He entered the Australian Imperial Forces (AIF) Enoggera Camp in Brisbane 

with the rank of Gunner (same rank as Private) and was part of the 1
st
 reinforcement to the 9

th
 Field 

Artillery Brigade (FAB) which formed part of the 3
rd

 Australian Divisional Artillery.  

He sailed for England on 11th May 1916 on the steam ship SS “Argyllshire” and arrived in July at 

Salisbury Plains for further training. He was successful in applying for a driver course and on 

completion of the course, was appointed the rank of Driver (same rank as Private) on 25th August 

1916 within the same battalion. These new duties would include driving the teams of horses which 

pulled the guns and artillery supplies from one battle scene to another. Joseph was in England when 

his battalion which was operating in France, was disbanded, consequently on 10th January 1917, he 

was transferred to the Australian Artillery Training Depot (AATD). At the beginning of January 

1917, the field artillery batteries were increased in size to 6 guns each in order to economise on 

battery and brigade commanders as well as the number of Field Artillery Brigades in each division 

was reduced to two. Therefore the 9th, 15th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th and 25th FABs were disbanded 

while the 3rd, 6th and 12th FABs became Army Brigades, not assigned to any division but more or 

less permanently assigned to the Australian Corps.  

Joseph was admitted to hospital for mumps on 26th March 1917 and rejoined the AATD on 13 April 

1917. Six days later, he was transported to France and joined of the 3rd Army FAB in the field at 

Havrincourt. The 3
rd

 Army FAB consisted of the 7
th

, 8
th

 and 9
th

 gun batteries (each consisting of six 

18 pound guns) and 103
rd

 gun battery (consisting of six 4.5 inch Howitzer guns). A gun and its two 

wheeled ammunition limber were towed by a team of six draught horses. A driver was allocated to 

each two horse team and rode the left horse of each pair. The gun detachments, led by the 

detachment sergeant on his own horse, rode into action either on the horses or on the limber. An 

Army FABs strength (number of personnel) varied between 1030 men (30 Officers and 1000 Other 

Ranks) and 1140 men (40 Officers and 1100 Other Ranks) with an average of 920 animals (190 

riding horses, 485 light draught horses, 40 heavy draught horses and 205 mules). During 1918, these 

numbers of personnel reduced dramatically due to the inability to recruit reinforcements.  
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Josephs artillery brigade was supporting a British infantry division hence came under the command 

of a British general. The brigade would provide artillery support to the infantry in the form of 

shelling (sweeping) the enemy trenches, destroying the barbed wire obstacles or laying down a 

creeping barrage during the Allies infantry attacks. This support was delivered on a daily basis. The 

enemy would also deliver regular bombardments to the gun line that produced regular casualties to 

the brigade.  

The 2
nd

 Army FAB relieved the 3
rd

 Army FAB on 12th May 1917 and after an eight day rest, moved 

to Ploegsteert near Messines on 23 May under the command of the 2
nd

 Australian and New Zealand 

Army Corp (II ANZAC Corp).   

Joseph was involved in the Battle of Messine from 7th to 14th June 1917. This was a successful 

British assault on the Messines-Wytschaete Ridge, a strongly held strategic position on the Western 

Front, which had been held by the Germans since late 1914. This offensive operation was the product 

of long preparation, detailed planning and sound training carried out by General Plumer's Second 

Army. The initial assault was preceded by the detonation of 19 mines under the German front line 

which caused an estimated 10,000 German casualties. At Hill 60, the 1st Australian Tunnelling 

Company had been at work since November 1916 digging two large mineshafts under Hill 60 and 

The Caterpillar. The Hill 60 mine created a crater 80 meter wide and 18 meters deep. British and 

ANZAC infantry advanced behind a carefully co-ordinated artillery bombardment and took all their 

objectives within the first hours of the battle. German counter attacks the following day failed, and 

although German resistance continued until 14 June, British and ANZAC forces retained possession 

of the captured areas. Australian casualties were heavy. The 3rd Division suffered 500 casualties 

even before the attack started, when a German phosgene gas attack struck the troops advancing 

through Ploegsteert Wood to the start line. In addition, shrapnel fire in the woods inflicted further 

heavy casualties. In all, the Australians suffered 6800 casualties, two thirds by the 3rd Division. 

Messines represented a preliminary to the major British offensive in Flanders in 1917, the Third 

Battle of Ypres. 

On 25th June 1917, Joseph was transferred to the Signal Sub-section of the 3
rd

 Army FAB. Joseph’s 

new position would involve him moving and laying communication cables from the division 

headquarters to the brigade headquarters, batteries and other assets as required. Within the same 

month of Joseph joining his new section, the brigade was exploring ways to reduce the 

communication problems due to the cables being cut by enemy bombardments. It was decided to 

decentralise the communication exchanges which meant that instead of large communication 

exchanges, several smaller exchanges located over larger areas were established. They also decided 

to lay the communication cables in different areas to that of the infantry when advancing as it was 

the believed that the enemy were more likely to targeting these sections to interrupt communications 

(as the FAB were doing to the enemy). During the month of June 1917, the 3
rd

 Army FAB alone 

fired 74,130 rounds of shrapnel, high explosive and gas shells. Causalities sustained by the brigade 

for the month were 46.   

The first half of July 1917 was spent at rest or moving to a new sector (Nieuport in Belgium) and the 

second half was supporting the front lines. On 13
th

 August, the Commanding Officer of the 3
rd

 Army 

FAB Signal sub-section (Lieutenant Cecil Baxter MC) was Killed-In-Action when the brigade 

headquarters was heavily shells. Late August to mid September the brigade gradually moved towards 
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Gencorse Wood which was one of the objectives for the Battle of Menin Road (20
th

 September 

1917).  

The Battle of Menin Road was an offensive operation, undertaken by the British Second Army in an 

attempt to take sections of the curving ridge, east of Ypres, which the Menin Road crossed. This 

action saw the first involvement of Australian units (1st and 2nd Divisions AIF) in the Third Battle 

of Ypres. Moving in two bounds with a one-hour and a two-hour pause in between, they covered the 

1,500 metres to successfully secure their final objective with minimal interference from the enemy 

due to the effective Allies artillery barrage. Despite the effective cover, the troops still endured hard 

fighting against machine guns positioned in the concrete pill–boxes and other strong points. Enemy 

artillery fire was also brought to bear, and at one stage the Australian infantry were accidentally hit 

by their own guns (friendly fire). The two AIF divisions sustained 5,013 casualties and the total 

British loss was between 20,000 - 27,000 men. The Germans had suffered about the same number of 

casualties. A feature of this battle was the intensity of the opening Allies artillery support. During 

this battle, Joseph’s brigade expended 5,835 rounds and suffered 13 casualties. 

A few days later, the brigade was providing artillery support for the Battle of Polygon Wood. During 

the night of 25th–26th September, 4,000 men of the assaulting six battalions reached the taped lines 

laid across the south–western third of Polygon Wood. At 5.50am on the 26th, around 10,000 men of 

the British and dominion began their advance with the 4th and 5th Divisions, on the left and right 

respectively, taking the lead in the I ANZAC sector. The infantry advanced behind a heavy artillery 

barrage, support alone for 5th Division infantry was 205 pieces of heavy artillery, one gun for every 

nine metres of front. The noise of this artillery display was compared to a roaring bushfire. They 

secured most of their objectives without difficulty. Dozens of German machine guns in pill–boxes 

were the main obstacles but these were destroyed by the artillery or infantry using grenades. To the 

south, the 15th Brigade secured not only its own objectives but those allocated to the neighbouring 

98th British Brigade. The Germans launched several counter-attacks but these were thwarted by the 

heavy defensive artillery barrages used to protect the infantry consolidating on their objectives. This 

was a feature of General Plumer battles. The battle cost 5,770 Australian casualties. During this 

battle, the 3
rd

 Army FAB expended 11,349 rounds and suffered 8 casualties.  

Brigade statistics for the month of September 1917 were 57,961 rounds expended and 118 casualties. 

The first half of October was spent at rest areas in Caudescure and La Motte while the second half 

was spent supporting the front line in the Becelaere sector.  On 1st November the brigade came 

under the tactical control of the British 21st Division Artillery and then the New Zealand Division 

Artillery on 20th November. A surprise winter attack on the Polderhoek Chateau was conducted on 

3-5 December 1917. Two battalions from the New Zealand 2nd Infantry Brigade attacked the 

chateau in dismal weather conditions similar to that of Passchendaele. Joseph’s brigade (one of three 

FABs assigned to provide artillery support) was conducting harassment fire on other targets as the 

attack started. By some fatal miscalculation or influence, a considerable part of the entire weight of 

the main artillery barrage (fire support from one of the other brigades) fell across the area occupied 

by the first waves of the assaulting troops. The objectives were achieved but server losses were 

incurred. The 3rd Army FAB provided barrage protection fire support the following day and on the 

5th December provided flank protection fire support in the Journal Wood sector, 1 Km north east of 

the chateau. The following is an official account from one of the New Zealand infantry soldiers who 

summed up the conditions of the operation particularly the artillery support:  
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“In justice to the artillery, it must be mentioned that at this time of the year, the mud was so bad, that 

it was impossible in most places, to get stable gun positions. With the guns requiring re-laying after 

every few shots, a good barrage was out of the question.” 

Casualties sustained by the New Zealand battalions amounted to 231. In the evening of the 5th, the 

position was handed over to IX Corps troops and the 2nd Brigade battalions withdrew to reserve. 

The chateau was recaptured by the Germans 9 days afterwards. 

Tactical control of the 3
rd

 Army FAB changed on the 13
th

 December to the I ANZAC Corp and was 

placed in the General Headquarters reserves for in-close support duties with a 48 hours ‘Notice to 

Move’ by road or rail. Due to the winter weather conditions, there was no requirement to provide 

artillery support for the rest the month. On 3
rd

 January 1918, Joseph’s brigade was taken off the 

General Headquarters reserves for in-close support duties but remained in the area for the entire 

month. At the special request of the Mayor of Neuve-Église (Belgium town 15km from Ypres), 

vegetable gardens were prepared in the billets occupied by the brigade. Training and sports were 

conducted until later in the month. Unit strength at the end of January 1918 was 32 Officers and 

1,013 Other Ranks with all guns available.  

 

Back to the front line (Hollebeke sector) on 2th/4th February 1918 to relieve 12th Army FAB who 

were conducting harassing fire, fire support for the infantry S.O.S signals, anti tank support and any 

opportunity targets e.g. enemy artillery dugouts, flashes from guns or movement in the trenches.  

 

On 5 March 1918, Joseph was admitted to several hospitals in France with the Diphtheria (a 

contagious disease producing fever with difficulty in breathing and swallowing) and he re-joined his 

unit four months later. In the meantime, the German Somme Offensive started at the end of March 

and was still on the offensive in late July 1918 but the Allied armies were growing in strength, as 

more American units arrived in France. 

 

A month after re-joining his brigade, Joseph found himself involved in the Battle of Amiens where 

the 3
rd

 Army FAB expended 6,185 rounds and suffered 18 casualties. The Battle of Amiens was an 

Allied victory that helped bring an end to World War I. The Allies launched an attack in August 

1918 with a force of 75,000 men from four Australian, four Canadian and three British divisions, 

more than 500 tanks, nearly 1,900 aircraft (including French planes) and 2,000 guns. The offensive 

achieved huge gains on the first day, with Allied troops and tanks advancing 13km and causing 

27,000 enemy casualties. Although the German resistance stiffened and the fighting was over after a 

few days, the battle convinced many in the German high command that victory in the war was 

unattainable. 

 

At 4.20 am on the 8
th

 
 

August 1918, Phase I of the battle commenced. The artillery open fire with a 

‘creeping barrage’ on this occasion there had been no preliminary bombardment as had been the case 

at similar offensives. The battle area was covered in dense fog which was enhanced by the use of 

smoke shells. The sound of the movement of the tanks was hidden by the bombing of the German 

forward areas by the use of aircraft. By 7.00am the Australians had reached their 1st 
 

objective and it 

appeared that by 7.30 am the German front line was broken.  

 

Phase II began at 8.20am with the artillery moving to a new position. The fog was lifting and the sun 

was beginning to shine. Both the 4th Division (on the left) and the 5th Division (on the right) 

continued with their attack. The German artillery took on the tanks, but the Infantry continued to 

advance and captured the German artillery. By 10.30 am the Australians reached their 2nd objective. 

 



J Morris’s WWI story Page 5 
 

In Phase III the Infantry continued on unaided by either the artillery or tanks and managed to reach 

and take their final objectives.  

 

Over the next three (3) days, the 1st division and the 2nd Division continued with their advance and 

captured the Lihons Heights. The 4th Division succeeded in taking Etineham and the 3rd Division, 

Proyart. By the 12th August 1918 the German Army had been broken, although much fighting was 

still to continue as the Hindenberg Line still had to be taken.  

 

From the four Australian divisions that took part in the Battle of Amiens, 5,991 casualties were 

sustained (this equated to approximately one division worth of casualties, remembering that division 

sizes were reduced in strength due to the lack of reinforcements). In part, the Australians captured 

183 Officers and 7,742 Other Ranks. In total, the Allied forces captured 29,144 prisoners, 338 guns, 

and liberated 116 towns and villages. 

 

On the night of 7 August 1918, Gunner J.R. Armitage (Service Number 38312 of the 8th FAB) laid 

in readiness for the attack the next day. In his diary, he wrote: 

It was utterly still. Vehicles made no sound on the marshy ground. The silence played on our nerves 

a bit. As we got our guns into position you could hear drivers whispering to their horses and men 

muttering curses under their breath, and still the silence persisted, broken only by the whine of a 

stray rifle bullet or a long range shell passing high overhead. We could feel that hundreds of groups 

of men were doing the same thing - preparing for the heaviest barrage ever launched. 

The 3rd Army FAB had no rest in August and towards the end of the month was involved in another 

major battle. Major General John Monash believed that by taking control of Mont St Quentin, the 

line of the Somme River would be useless to the Germans as a defensive position and they would be 

forced to retreat to the Hindenburg Line. Monash proposed that the 2nd, 3rd and 5th Australian 

Divisions were to take part in the attack despite their numbers being heavily depleted during earlier 

fighting. On 29th/30th August 1918, the 5th Brigade (comprising of the 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th 

Battalions) of the 2nd Division, seized the hills that dominated the river crossings and the proposed 

approach route.  

 

On the night of 31st August 1918, the Australian troops crossed the Somme and following an 

artillery barrage which commenced at 5 am, attacked Mont St Quentin from the north-west. During 

the infantry charge, Australian soldiers had to fight uphill across open ground where they were 

vulnerable to attack from the German held heights above. The 17th Battalion headed up the Brasso 

Redoubt, and climbed towards the Gottleib Trench. They encountered the enemy almost immediately 

and charged the enemy posts. 

 

The 20th Battalion moved up to make a bayonet charge and captured the Gottleib Trench. By 7 am 

the troops had occupied the village of Mont St Quentin, the slope and summit of the hill. The reserve 

element of the 2nd German Guards Division, an elite German unit, counterattacked and drove the 

troops from the summit to positions just below the summit. On the same morning the 33rd Battalion 

(9th Brigade) of the 3rd Division attacked the Bouchavesnes spur, a position which allowed the 

Germans to dominate Mont St Quentin, but were held up by a volley of fire from a machine gun. 

Although the 33rd Battalion only held part of their objective, a concerted effort was made, the spur 

was secured and the left flank of the troops attacking Mont St Quentin was secured. 

 

On 1st September, the 6th Brigade seized the summit on their second attempt. The 14th Brigade 

captured the woods north of Peronne and after pressing on during a short-lived German attack, took 

the main part of Peronne. An attempt to pass the northern side of the town was stopped by heavy fire 

from the ramparts. On 2nd September, the 7th Brigade drove the Germans beyond the mount, the 



J Morris’s WWI story Page 6 
 

15th Brigade seized the remainder of Peronne and the 3rd Division advanced on the northern flank. 

By the evening of the 3rd September, the Australians held Peronne, captured Flamicourt the next day 

and then advanced two miles to the east.  

 

The two Australian divisions captured 2,600 prisoners and 76 guns in this offensive at the cost of 

3,027 casualties compared to approximately 3,500 German casualties. 

 

Next major attack for Joseph’s brigade was the Hindenburg Outpost Line, an action fought on 18th 

September 1918, which involved the 1st and 4th Australian divisions breaching the forward edge of 

the main German defensive line across the Picardy region of northern France. By this stage the 

Hindenburg defences had been developed into a complex network of great depth, bristling with wire 

obstacles and well protected by a large number of machine-guns.  

 

Recognising the colossal strength of the whole complex confronting his forces, the British Fourth 

Army commander (General Sir Henry Rawlinson) obtained approval to make a formal assault 

against the old British lines, aimed at making a break through the Hindenburg Line. This meant 

piercing the German defences at least as far as the old Hindenburg outpost line, from where it would 

be possible to overlook the rest of the formidable system. For this operation the Australian Corps 

commended by Lieutenant General Sir John Monash was given the main task of piercing the enemy 

centre with the British 3rd and 9th Corps on the Australians' northern and southern flanks 

respectively. 

 

Following a very heavy artillery barrage, Monash launched his attack at dawn in drizzling rain and 

dense fog. The mist (and smoke-shells) enabled troops of the 1st Division on the left to bypass and 

cut off many of the German defenders and fought their way through the two remaining old British 

lines to reach and seize the outpost system of the Hindenburg Line itself. Part of the 4th Division, 

advancing on the southern flank, used the gains made by their colleagues of the 1st to gain entry into 

the German trenches, then bombed their way down the line to take their objective. The Australian 

casualty toll of 1,260 was relatively light for the type of fighting in which invovled 6,800 troops. 

Approximately 4,300 prisoners were captured along with 76 guns.  

 

The Battle of St Quentin Canal was the final major battle that Joseph was involved in. The battle 

plan was for the numerically superior American 27th (New York) and 30th (Tennessee) Divisions to 

breach the Hindenburg Line above the canal tunnel (a land bridge approximately six kilometres wide 

between Bellicourt and Venhuille) and another defensive line a kilometre to the rear. The Australians 

would then pass through and assault the Beaurevoir Line, another four kilometres further back. The 

attack would be supported by 90 tanks and heavy artillery concentrations. 

 

The inexperience of the Americans was starting to show. An operation launched to secure the start 

line on 27th September 1918 was unsuccessful due to their failure to properly clear dugouts and 

trenches. The same mistakes were repeated by the 27th Division when the actual attack was launched 

two days later. The 3rd Australian Division, trying to advance to its own start line, became embroiled 

in the fight for the Americans' first objective. With all of the tanks destroyed or disabled, and the 

uncertain position of the forward troops preventing the use of artillery, the battle degenerated into a 

struggle for individual strong points, fought with bombs, bayonets and Lewis guns, that lasted for 

another three days. The 30th American Division, attacking further to the south, was more successful, 

enabling the 5th Australian Division to pass through and capture the heavily fortified village of 

Bellicourt. Their progress, however, was hampered by the lack of it in the north. 

 

Even further, south the British 9th Corps had managed to cross the canal, breach the Hindenburg 

Line, and begin advancing upon the Beaurevoir Line. This action threatened to outflank the positions 
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along the tunnel, resulting in a gradual German withdrawal that began on the night of 30 September. 

By 2 October a gap of approximately 17 kilometres had been opened in the Hindenburg Line. The 

operation had cost the 3rd and 5th Australian Divisions 2,577 casualties. 

 

The month of September 1918 was a huge effort for Joseph’s brigade in that 45,794 rounds were 

expended and 104 casualties were sustained. This continuous workload took its toll on the brigade 

and on 3rd October 1918, Joseph’s brigade strength was so low (approximately 300 men) that they 

were relieved from front line duties and placed in a rest area for the remaining part of the war. 

 

Joseph was in the divisional rest area when the Armistice was signed and also served with the Army 

of Occupation of Belgium after the war ended. He was never wounded but was hospitalised on 

several occasions. Joseph returned to Australia on 29th July 1919 and lived in Emu Park where he 

harvested oysters for the family business as well as starting the local shell grit business near the Emu 

Park Main Beach. Shell grit was shovelled into hessian bags, loaded onto his truck and transported to 

the Emu Park railway station. Sometimes the local boys (Allan Morris, Tom Edmistone and Roy 

Nixon) would help Joseph load the truck and were rewarded with a truck ride to the railway station. 

Joseph died on 22nd July 1956 and has a War Grave in the Emu Park Cemetery. 

 

 

Photo of Private Joseph Morris 
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Joseph Morris’s medal entitlement:  British War Medal and Victory Medal 

 

   

Unit Colour Patches of 9th Field Artillery Brigade and 3rd Army Field Artillery Brigade 

 

  

Above are photos of a typical horse drawn gun wagon. Note the gun with its two wheeled 

ammunition limber being towed by a team of six draught horses. A driver was allocated to each two 

horse team and rode the left horse of each pair. The gun detachments, led by the detachment sergeant 

on his own horse, rode into action either on the horses or on the limber.  


